
Paul Houghton – Birch Ward 
 
 Q. What does the candidate consider important about native vegetation 
in the Hepburn Shire? 
 
A. Native vegetation makes up a large proportion of the environment we live in 
and enjoy.  It is part of the reason we moved here 18 years ago.  Anything 
that puts at risk the native vegetation within our Shire affects us all and must 
be managed appropriately in a transparent and consultative manner. 
 
   Q. Is the candidate aware of the legal obligations of the Shire 
regarding the protection of native vegetation and biodiversity? 
 
A. I am not across the full legal obligations of the Shire regarding the 
protection of native vegetation and biodiversity.  However, I am aware of the 
Committee of Management role and responsibilities undertaken by the 
Council with regards to the 51 Reserves within the Shire.  I am very 
concerned with regards the Council’s management of these Reserves.  There 
is neither transparency and very little consultation with regards these 
Reserves.  Among my many concerns for these reserves is regular 
maintenance, weed irradication and appropriate fuel reduction measures 
being undertaken.  It is my understanding that a report on these Reserves 
was completed last October 2015 and has still not been made available to the 
public.  
 
    Q.  What is the candidate’s position on whether the Shire should 
employ a Natural Resource (Biodiversity) Officer? As it stands natural 
resource management is handled by a number of staff in the planning 
department. 
 
A. Natural resource management undertaken by Council has many issues that 
need to be addressed.  Whether or not it should be under the planning 
department is a matter that should be addressed by the new Coucillors.  I 
think the Council has failed in this area in the past and change is 
needed.  Does that change involve employing a Natural Resource Officer, I 
don’t know.  However, it should be appropriately considered within the natural 
resource management of this Shire.      
 
  Q.  What is the candidate’s position on the development of a 
‘Biodiversity Strategy’ for the Hepburn Shire? 
 
A. I am not against the idea of a “Biodiversity Strategy” perse.  However, I am 
against some of the Strategies/Plans that have been undertaken by Council to 
date.  They are very expensive feel good documents that are essentially 
useless. 
 
 
  Q.  What does the candidate consider the Hepburn Shire should do to 



promote native vegetation protection and encourage ratepayers to plant 
local native vegetation?     
 
A. I am not sure, however this should be addressed as part of the natural 
resource management “big picture”.      
	  


